
SACRAMENTO RIVER SETTLEMENT CONTRACTORS 
A California Nonprofit Mutual Benefit Corporation 

PROPOSED AGENDA FOR THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS  
MARCH 23, 2023 at 9:00 A.M., LOCAL TIME 

Reclamation District 108 
975 Wilson Bend Road, Grimes, CA 95950 

Conference Line: +1 323-538-4371 
Conference ID: 945 862 334# 
Click here to join the meeting  

 
 

Action 
Item REGULAR BOARD MEETING 

 

1. Call to Order (Quorum) 

Tier Board Members Alternates 
 1 Steve Butler (2023) Bill Henle (2023) 

 1 Sean Doherty (2024) Tom Ramos (2024) 
 1 Logan Dennis (2025) Don Bransford (2025) 
 2 Brett Scheidel (2023) Lance Boyd (2023) 
 2 Roger Cornwell (2024) Ryan Bailey (2024) 
 2 Ed Hulbert (2025) Mike Hall (2025) 
 3 Andy Duffey (2023) Eric Schreiner (2023)  

 2. Adopt Agenda 

 3. Approval of February 23, 2023 Minutes 

 
4. Treasurer’s Report 

a. Review and Approve Financial Statements 
b. Review and Approve Warrants 

 5. Consider Partnering With Other Agencies to address Water 
Rights Legislation 

 6. Bureau of Reclamation - $30 Million Funding Opportunity for 
Restoration and Protection of Aquatic Ecosystems 

 

7. Regular Updates: 
a. Current Operations and Hydrology 
b. NCWA Communication Report 
c. Federal Update - The Ferguson Group 

 8. Report on On-Going Litigation 

 9. Other Business 

 10. Adjourn 

https://teams.microsoft.com/l/meetup-join/19%3ameeting_ZjRjZDg5MTgtYzVlZi00NGRmLWFjZWItYTZhYjk5NmE0ZTRh%40thread.v2/0?context=%7b%22Tid%22%3a%223cb9266d-2a03-4b93-b72d-d7a8b09d6e9a%22%2c%22Oid%22%3a%2227754e38-93d9-4407-b41d-9edf69a4878c%22%7d




































Administration of Water Rights in 
California: Challenges and 

Modernizations
Erik Ekdahl (Division of Water Rights) & 

Yvonne West (Office of Enforcement)
State Water Resources Control Board 

February 28, 2023



California Water Boards

• Updating a system created over 100 years ago, 
investing in modern tools

• NOT Wholescale Reform

• Working within the existing system

• Existing legal framework dictates how we 
approach planning, regulating, and enforcing

Timely and accurate data impacts
how we plan for a resilient future
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What is Water Rights Modernization?



California Water Boards
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California Water Boards

What are we doing now?
• UPWARD- Updating Water Rights Data for CA

• Replace antiquated data system
• Digitize millions of paper documents
• Establish data standards
• Major Milestone- vendor selected!

• Drought Planning
• Supply and Demand Assessment Tools
• Telemetry Research
• Increased Enforcement
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California Water Boards

What does this get us?

Better data

Better decisions

Planning and management tools 

Easier access for everyone

Innovative local solutions
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California Water Boards

Example: Data Quality Issues in Self-Reported Diversion Data (Riparian and Pre-1914 Claims)

Watershed
Number 
of Claims

2018
Reported Diversion (AF)

(>5,000 AFY diverters only)

2019
Reported Diversion (AF)

(>5,000 AFY diverters 
only)

SAN JOAQUIN RIVER 2,601
3,751,671 (original)
3,229,774 (corrected)
13% reduction

4,999,286 (original)
3,742,052 (corrected)
25% reduction

SACRAMENTO RIVER 3,969
12,455,707 (original)
3,978,399 (corrected)
68% reduction

29,688,143 (original)
4,063,238 (corrected)
86% reduction

Why is this necessary?
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California Water Boards

What does it look like in practice?
Russian River Voluntary Water Sharing Program
 First of its kind in California
 Foundational components:

 Data collection and processing
 Board staff investment
 Local cooperation
 Time, time, time

7



California Water Boards

What’s next?
• Existing processes take a long time

• Staff subject to redirection (up to 85% of Division 
redirected to work on emergency drought 
response)

• Most CA water (outside of flood flows) is spoken 
for or allocated

• Different approaches require structural changes 
to existing laws and regs, and any such structural 
changes would come with more substantial 
impacts to diverters and environment 
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California Water Boards

Drought Response in 2021 
and 2022

Emergency Regulations adopted in 
four watersheds authorizing issuance 
of orders: 

• Emergency instream fish protection 
flows in key watersheds

• Curtailing water diversion and use in 
order of water right priority

• Seeking information relevant to 
determine compliance
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California Water Boards

2022 Curtailment Enforcement

• Total inspections 1,219 | > 848 MAF
• Scott and Shasta: 33 | 58,194 AF  
• Sacramento-San Joaquin: 847 | 23.1 MAF 
• Russian: 339 | 87,430 AF

• Total Notices of Violation issued – 867
• Total Administrative Civil Liability 

Complaints issued - 312 
• Complaint Investigations still pending - 116
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California Water Boards

Compliance Verification & Enforcement Tools
• Cease and desist order

• Not final until 20 days to request a hearing has passed OR a requested hearing is 
held, and final order issued.

• Administrative civil liability
• Violation of emergency regulation or curtailment order: $500 per day (Wat. Code §

1846.)
• Violation of a cease and desist order: $10,000 per day during declared drought (Wat. 

Code § 1845, subd. (b)(1)(A)); otherwise $1,000 per day (Wat. Code § 1845, subd. 
(b)(1)(B).)

• Information orders – explicit authority in emergency regulations  

• Immediate interim relief – No authority to administratively issue
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California Water Boards

Challenges 
Illustrated –
Shasta River Water 

Association
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California Water Boards

Enforcement  Challenges
• Investigation and enforcement are time and resource intensive

• Field presence alone is not enough to prevent violations

• Violations with low risk of detection and often result in direct economic 
benefit

• Need for immediate compliance and enforcement in times of shortage

• Uncertainties surrounding claimed water rights and State Board 
jurisdiction and authority
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